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lady of the land, and who at the present time Is Arch-
duchess Maria-Josepha, wife of Archduke Otto.
The imperial procession, consisting of all the archdukes
and archduchesses—there are nearly one hundred of them—.
and of the principal members of their households, marches
along the avenue thus formed by the guests, and are wel-
comed by low curtsies on the part of the women, and by
profound bows on the part of the men. The brilliant pag-
eant then disappears In the room set apart for the imperial
party, and thereupon the emperor and Archduchess Maria-
Josepha return, and while the emperor passes along in
front of the male guests, preceded by one of the principal
dignitaries of his court, either Count Kalman Hunyadi or
Prince Montenuovo, the archduchess, escorted by the grand-
mistress of her court, makes her way along the front rank
of the ladies, bowing to some, extending her hand to be
kissed by others, and chatting familiarly to those who are
old friends.
As soon as the emperor and the archduchess reach the
end of the line the emperor passes over to the ladies7 side,
while the archduchess in her turn passes along the front
rank of the men. The archduchess then proceeds to the
so-called "Rittersaal," and taking her seat on a sofa,
sends her ladies-in-waiting and her chamberlains to bring
to her presence ladies who have presentations to make.
With each debutante the archduchess converses for a few
seconds before dismissing her, the wives of the foreign am-
bassadors being on these occasions invited to take a seat
beside the archduchess on her sofa while presenting their
countrywomen.
Meanwhile the ball has commenced in the Hall of Cere-
monies, and is usually opened with a waltz. While the
dancing is in progress the emperor strolls about, talking

